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H.R. 3998 OBEY/MATSUI AMERICAN
HEALTH SECURITY PARTNER-
SHIP ACT OF 1998

HON. DAVID R. OBEY
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 5, 1998
Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, last year, the Con-

gress passed a proposal that was meant to
take care of the health insurance needs of
poor children. This year, the Congress is look-
ing at ways to reform managed care so that
the 85% of Americans in HMOs can be guar-
anteed quality health care based on need and
not on profit margins. These are important
steps but we need to, and we can go further.

Good health is one of God’s greatest bless-
ings. Those of us who have it have an obliga-
tion to see that every American who doesn’t
can walk into a hospital or a doctor’s office
and get the health care they need without
begging. Over forty-one million Americans are
without health insurance, and that number is
rising by about one million every year. Many
more have insurance today but are afraid of
losing it. There is no reason why we cannot
figure out a way to assure that every Amer-
ican has and will be able to keep affordable
health insurance coverage.

That’s why Congressman BOB MATSUI of
California and I are sponsoring the American
Health Security Partnership Act which is
based on the premise that if revenue is raised
from tobacco companies, it ought to be used
to help see to it that every person has secure
health insurance.

This legislation creates a cooperative cost
sharing partnership between the federal gov-
ernment, state governments, employers and
individuals. With each sharing in the cost and
bearing a reasonable load, we can finally end
the gap in health insurance coverage and put
a stop to the cost shifting games that go on
when the cost of providing care to the unin-
sured is shifted to those who do have insur-
ance.

In the best Wisconsin LaFollette Progressive
Tradition we would use the states as labora-
tories of democracy to help find alternative
health care reform models that work. States
will have maximum flexibility to make choices
on what devices to use, what systems to im-
plement, and how best to use the federal
funds for their citizens. But, the main federal
requirement is that everyone in the state will
have access to health insurance that is at
least as good as what is available to Members
of Congress under the Federal Employees
Health Benefits Plan (FEHBP).

Employers need to play a role too. That’s
why this legislation requires large employers
to provide health insurance coverage for their
workers and it provides funds that States can
use to help small businesses expand health
care coverage for their employees even
though small business is not required to do so
by this bill.

But this is not a something for nothing ap-
proach. Individuals have a responsibility to get

health insurance and to the extent possible,
pay for some of the cost of that insurance.
Cost shifting contributes greatly to the rising
costs of health care and the only means of
putting an end to it is to ensure that every in-
dividual has health insurance coverage.

Many American families feel threatened by
health care costs and many others are afraid
of losing the health insurance coverage they
have. The purpose of this bill is to strengthen
the health care security of every American
family. We do that by creating a 4 legged stool
comprised of the federal government, the
State government, employers and individuals.

If there is going to be a tobacco settlement
of any kind, the most logical use of that settle-
ment is to make sure the average American
family has health care coverage when they
need it.

Here are some of the elements of the plan.
It establishes a federal and state partnership

in which states have the flexibility to decide
how everyone in the state is covered by health
insurance. The rules would be set by the
states and not the federal government.

The only federal requirement is that health
insurance coverage must be at least as good
as what is currently available for Members of
Congress and other federal employees under
the Federal Employee Health Benefits Plan.

Farmers and people who are self-employed
will be able to deduct 100% of their health in-
surance costs.

Workers who do not have employer sub-
sidized health insurance will also be able to
deduct 100% of their health insurance costs.

Businesses with 100 or more employees will
be required to offer health care coverage to
employees and their families.

It is paid for in two ways. A portion of the
tobacco settlement would be used to establish
a cost sharing agreement with the federal gov-
ernment and the states. That amount would
be supplemented by a 1% increase on cor-
porations with over $10 million in taxable in-
come. Out of the one million corporations in
the country, fewer than 3,000 pay income
taxes at the top rate and would be affected by
this increase.

That cost is a small price to pay to meet the
moral responsibility that any ethical society
has to ensure that all Americans receive the
health care they need simply because they
are God’s creatures.
f

CONGRESSWOMAN NANCY PELOSI
PAYS TRIBUTE TO PIONEERS
WHO BUILT ISRAEL ON ITS 50TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 5, 1998

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, our distin-
guished colleague and my friend and neighbor
in San Francisco, Congresswoman NANCY
PELOSI, is the author of an excellent article

marking the 50th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the modern state of Israel. The article,
which appeared in the San Francisco Chron-
icle on Wednesday, June 4, is an outstanding
discussion of the commitment to the dream of
the state of Israel by those pioneers who, from
the ashes of the Holocaust, made the desert
bloom.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that Congresswoman
PELOSI’s article be placed in the RECORD. I
commend this article to my colleagues, and I
urge them to give it careful and thoughtful at-
tention.

[From the San Francisco Chronicle,
Thursday, June 4, 1998]

DIVERSE GROUP OF PIONEERS BUILT A DREAM

(By Nancy Pelosi)
As Israel celebrates its 50th anniversary,

we in the United States join in celebrating 50
years of friendship, a mutually beneficial al-
liance and the great future possibilities that
exist for the U.S.-Israel partnership.

In looking back over 50 years, it is useful
to remind ourselves of Israel’s short history.
In many ways, it mirrors America’s early
days as well as those of San Francisco, a city
built by pioneers and blessed with diverse
and skilled citizens. What we in the United
States and the citizens of Israel now take for
granted was, only a short time ago, nothing
but an improbable dream. Like those who
founded our nation, Israel’s founding leaders
sought to build a nation that would serve as
an example to the world and a new home to
those who fled oppression and tyranny.

After only 50 years of independence, a so-
phisticated, stable, and reliable Western de-
mocracy has been built in the sands of the
Middle East, a region that cannot claim any
other democracies. Israel has developed a
world-class educational system and a high-
tech economy. During the past 50 years,
Israel has absorbed immigrants and refugees
from more than 100 countries, people with
different cultures, languages and back-
grounds to create a nation with a common
language and a 98 percent literacy rate.
Israel has a challenge and a responsibility to
continue to combat prejudice and respect the
cultural heritage of Jews from other coun-
tries as well as the rights of Arabs in Israel.

As a nation of immigrants who have sac-
rificed for freedom, independence and democ-
racy, we Americans have shared in the trage-
dies and triumphs of the Israeli people dur-
ing their first 50 years. In fact, Israel’s sur-
vival would not have been possible without
the help and friendship of the U.S. govern-
ment. Israel continues to face existential
threats and challenges; her future cannot,
unfortunately, be taken for granted.

Only seven years ago, SCUD missiles fired
by Saddam Hussein were directed at Israel’s
population centers but, fortunately, caused
minimal damage. Since those attacks, Sad-
dam Hussein has made no secret of the fact
that he is seeking more accurate missiles
and the biological and chemical arsenal to
cause devastation within Israel.

Iran is well on the way to acquiring the
technology needed to build its own accurate
missiles as well as actively seeking a nu-
clear, biological and chemical weapons capa-
bility. So, in many ways, the challenges to
Israel of the next 50 years are far greater
than those of the first 50.
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For many reasons—strategic, historic, reli-

gious and moral—American support for
Israel has been generous. The United States
has played and will continue to play an im-
portant role in ensuring Israel’s success. As
a member of Congress, and as the senior
Democrat on the Appropriations Commit-
tee’s Foreign Operations Subcommittee, I
am proud to have had a unique opportunity
to help build and maintain the very special
relationship that exists between the United
States and Israel. That relationship will con-
tinue to serve both nations as we look
ahead—as friends and partners and allies—to
the special challenges we face together in
the next 50 years.

f

THE BLOODSHED IN KOSOVA MUST
STOP

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 5, 1998
Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, the situation in

Kosova, which has been tense all year, has
taken a recent turn for the worse. The Serbian
army has undertaken another brutal attack on
the ethnic population in Kosova.

More than 39 ethnic Albanians were killed
during the last two days in May in what was
the worst crackdown since the March mas-
sacre of 80 people in Kosova.

The violent campaign continues, as Serbian
forces have carried on a five-day operation
that targets ethnic villages to the south and
west of Pristina, the capital of Kosova. In addi-
tion to the demolition of village after village by
air and rocket attacks, Serbian forces have
laid mine fields in several locations in the
southwest. It is clear that this has become an
ethnic cleansing campaign.

On June 3rd, there was another surge of
refugees in the way of the Serb attacks. The
UN High Commissioner for Refugees esti-
mates that over 2,000 crossed into Albania
during that night, adding to the humanitarian
crisis.

Women, children, and elderly trekked for
days through the mountains. Weeping, they
described how Serb police burst into their
homes, dragged them out and told them to
‘‘go to Albania and never return’’ and then
burned their houses before their eyes.

The latest wave of thousands of refugees
and victims of this violent campaign of aggres-
sion shows us that unless we act now, the sit-
uation will only grow worse.

The possibility for a diplomatic solution
grows increasingly dim as intensified Serbian
military efforts reveal Milosevic’s determination
to wipe out the pro-separatist Kosova Libera-
tion Army.

If we are to prevent another Bosnia from oc-
curring in Kosova, as well as prevent chaos
from spreading throughout the Balkans, we
must convince our allies to discontinue the
past policy of simply threatening, imposing,
and then withdrawing sanctions.

In order to strengthen our position and com-
pel the Serbian government to stop the blood-
shed, it is necessary to consider military
measures as well as reinstatement of eco-
nomic sanctions. Yesterday, the Washington
Post rightly editorialized that the ‘‘United
States can intervene now, as it said it would.
Or, as in Bosnia, it can be forced to intervene
later, after much damage has been done and
any solution is far more difficult.’’

A more dynamic approach is necessary in
order to end the violence and oppression in
Kosova and to allow the people there to deter-
mine their own future.

Let us not allow ourselves to be faced with
a situation where we did too little too late.
f

HONORING DIKEMAN ENGINE AND
HOSE COMPANY

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 5, 1998

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, for 125 years,
the Dikeman Engine and Hose Company has
served the community of Goshen located in
Orange County. This weekend they are cele-
brating their anniversary. They have provided
excellent prevention and protection from fire
and other disasters. This company deserves
to be acknowledged for their tireless efforts in
all of their community related services.

On September 12, 1873, a group of local
men met above Ed Dikeman’s Drug Store in
Goshen and decided to form a second hose
company to protect Goshen. They decided to
name the company after Mr. Dikeman, who
was a prominent resident and business man.

In April 1874, the Dikeman company re-
sponded to their first fire, beginning their com-
mitment to serving their community. For the
next 124 years, the Dikeman Engine and
Hose Company has continued their outstand-
ing fire fighting practices and their dedication
to the community of Goshen.

Dikeman Engine and Hose Company has
been housed on New Street since 1885. This
building was once shared by the Village Police
Department and the Village Jail. In 1967, the
company added a new truck bay, a meeting
room over the truck bay, and a back room to
the building.

Their continious service to the community of
Goshen has not been over looked. They have
protected the citizens from fire, instructed
youth on fire prevention, aided the community
in time of crisis, and gone above and beyond
the call of duty.

I invite my colleagues to join in recognizing
these dedicated volunteers on their years of
service. Dikeman Engine and Hose Company
Number 3 has been a vital asset to the resi-
dents of Goshen and to everyone they have
helped over their years of service.
f

A TRIBUTE TO JOHN BERRY, SR.:
OHIO ENTREPRENEUR

HON. ROB PORTMAN
HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER
HON. DAVID L. HOBSON

HON. TONY P. HALL
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 5, 1998

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I and my col-
leagues, JOHN BOEHNER, DAVID HOBSON and
TONY HALL, rise today so that my colleagues
and I may recognize the life of a giant of
American business and philanthropy, John
Berry, Sr., a friend and entrepreneur who
passed away on May 20, 1998. When Mr.

Berry took over his father’s small telephone
book company in 1946, it employed 50 people
and generated $2 million in annual revenue.
Under his leadership, the company became
the largest independent publisher of the Yel-
low Pages in the United States and grew to $1
billion in annual revenue by 1986 and em-
ployed 3,000. It went international in the mid-
sixties with a joint venture with ITT World Di-
rectories, which grew to become the largest
publisher of the Yellow Pages outside of the
United States.

Mr. Berry was a graduate of Dartmouth Col-
lege, a school he loved and generously sup-
ported over the years. Most recently, the col-
lege library was renamed ‘‘Berry Baker’’ due
to his strong support for the college and its
mission. He served in the Army during World
War II and was a committed community volun-
teer, serving as Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the Air Force Museum Foundation
and on the Boards of Trustees of the Univer-
sity of Dayton and The Ohio State University
and The Ohio State University Foundation. He
was also a member of the Dayton Chamber of
Commerce, Dayton Urban League and Junior
Achievement of Dayton and Miami Valley.

Mr. Berry received several honorary de-
grees, including Doctor of Laws from Dart-
mouth College, Doctor of Humane Letters
from University of Dayton, Doctor of Public
Service from Rio Grande College, and Doctor
of Business Administration from the Ohio
State University. He also received the Everett
D. Reese Medal from The Ohio State Univer-
sity in recognition of his service.

Those who knew John Berry knew him as a
remarkably successful entrepreneur and a
community leader. But they also knew that
nothing was more important to him than his
family. He is survived by his wife, Marilynn;
five sons: George, John Jr., David, Richard,
and Charles; two daughters: Vickie and Lynne;
and 18 grandchildren. John Berry was the
quintessential American success story, but
also had a quintessential American spirit of
giving back to his country. He will be missed
by all.
f

TRIBUTE TO DANIEL C. PREECE

HON. BRAD SHERMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 5, 1998
Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay tribute to Daniel C. Preece, for his leader-
ship and effort to improve the quality of life in
our community. Daniel is a determined, hard
working individual who has dedicated 25 years
of invaluable service to the California Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation.

There are many areas in California of im-
mense natural beauty that are designated as
sanctuaries where plant and wildlife can live in
an undisturbed, harmonious environment. Mr.
Preece has dedicated tireless hours upon
hours of service to preservation of State Parks
all over California, and has much to show for
his devoted career.

Daniel first responded to his calling in 1972
with a nine month training course at the Cali-
fornia State Park Training Center and the Re-
gional Criminal Justice Training Center. Mr.
Preece then served as a Park Ranger in the
County of Orange, and later as a Supervising
Ranger at San Clemente State Beach.
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